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purely fantastic* and imaginary. Much of the
writing about Society in America is merely ,siWyf
when it is not of the Fmwtlc ('onipanion quality,
adopted by the socialist to advert Lse his wares. So-
ciety in America is awkward, hut it is not vicious.
Many rich people do not know what to do with
their money, just as the yokel in thcdrawiit^room
docs not know what to do with his hands. As < le-
nient of Alexandria phrased it nearly I wo thousand
years ago, so the situation is not new: "Hiehes
wriggling in the grasp of the inexperienced."

The most obvious thing about Society, whether
English or American, is that its behavior Is so
correct, its morals so good. When one remem-
bers that Society, at any rate in America, Ls so
largely composed of the unemployed rich, with
money, leisure, and constant temptation, Society
compares very favorably indeed with any oilier
section of the population* That the wealthy
leisure class is no worse than the hard-working
poorer classes is surprising after al^ There is less
drunkenness, less wife-heating, leas murder and
assault in the West End than in the East EIM^ and
when one realizes that money and idlcum are
more common in the Wast End than in the East,
this is a matter for congratulation. It is the
cheaper newspapers, not the jxxjple themselves,
who are bad. The thousands of readers who